
Weekly Update – November 30-December 4, 2015 
 
Character in the Workplace Attribute for December: Respect   
“Disabilities are yet another manifestation of global diversity.  Let us always 
be committed to the fundamental principles of dignity and equality for all 
human beings.”  Kofi Annan 
 
Organizational board meeting 
The KPR Board will meet for its annual organizational meeting this Thursday, 
December 3 at 7 p.m.  Trustees will choose their chairperson and vice-
chairperson; appoint two committees; and confirm meeting dates for the 
coming year.  The agenda is posted in the Boardroom at kprschools.ca  
 
Also new @ KPR 

 Registration has begun for Kindergarten students who will start school 
in September 2016.  To start Junior Kindergarten this September, a 
student must turn four years of age by December 2016, while a 
Kindergarten student must turn five by that time.  Online maps and 
information on registering is available from the School Registration 
section of www.kprschools.ca 

 To mark the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence 
Against Women December 6, flags at all KPR schools and buildings will 
be flown at half-mast this weekend.   

 Want to see KPR’s new strategic plan, Living, Learning and Leading in 
a Changing World 2015-2018?  Director of Education Rusty Hick 
emailed the following link to the plan, to all staff this week: 
http://www.kprschools.ca/boardroom/StrategicPlan.html 

 
Provincial news 
The provincial government introduced Rowan’s Law to guide actions taken 
when a child or youth is suspected of having a concussion.  The province 
also passed the Police Record Checks Reform Act, to govern how police 
record checks are conducted throughout the province.  Further information 
on both matters is available in the News section of Ontario.ca  
 
Events & opportunities 

 North Shore PS in Keene will open its new, accessible playground this 
Thursday, December 3 at 10:40 a.m.  Hydro One will be there to 
present a cheque for $10,000 toward the playground.  For more 
information, please call Principal Susan Matthews at 705-295-6898. 

 Grades 7-9 students at Lakefield District Intermediate and SS will 
welcome the Tour for Humanity’s mobile classroom Friday, December 
4, starting at 9 a.m.   Students will discuss ways to take action against 
racism, hate, intolerance and bullying.  The Tour for Humanity is 



offered by the Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust 
Studies, with provincial funding support.  For details, call Principal Wilf 
Gray at 705-652-3333. 

 Kenner CVI’s International Baccalaureate Programme is offering Be IB 
for Day, a chance for prospective students to spend a day in the 
programme.  To participate in the December 8 event, call 705-743-
2181, ext. 259. 

 Lakefield DSS will hold its Music Night December 10 at 7 p.m.  Details 
are available from the school at 705-652-3333. 

 Grade 8 students at Adam Scott CVI will participate in The 24 Hour 
Project December 15-16.  With support from the local arts community 
and Grade 11/12 drama students, the Grade 8s will write, direct, and 
perform a play in 24 hours.  The performance will take place in the 
auditorium December 16 at 1:15 p.m.  For further information, call the 
school at 705-743-7373. 

 The READbound Tutoring Program in Northumberland offers academic 
assistance to students 4 to 17 years of age, free of charge. For more 
information, contact Pamela at ppowell@rcys.ca or call 905-372-0007, 
ext. 228. 

 
Hats Off! 
Congratulations and Hats Off! go to: 

 students, staff and families at all KPR schools, who are once again 
collecting non-perishable food, toys, warm clothes, mittens, money, 
pet supplies, small gifts and other items for those less fortunate in 
their local and global communities 

 staff and parent volunteers throughout KPR who are putting in extra 
efforts this month to organize seasonal celebrations for their families 
and communities; Christmas concerts, teas, carol sings, festive feasts 
and other special events abound over the next two weeks at our 
elementary and secondary schools 

 Chantal Bailey, vice-principal at North Hope Central and George 
Hamilton PS and formerly at Prince of Wales PS, for being named 
winner of the Rotary Club of Peterborough’s 2015 Paul Harris 
Fellowship award for vocational service 

 Dawn Barry and her Grade 4/5 students at Roger Neilson PS, for 
engaging in a successful pen pal campaign with Canadian soldiers and 
war veterans; some of the active soldiers and veterans came to the 
school to meet their pen pals and speak to the class 

 Adam Scott CVI student Max Moloney, on being selected as a semi-
finalist by the Loran Scholars Foundation 

 Grade 10 students at Clarke HS who welcomed Grade 8s from The 
Pines Senior PS to their future school with hot chocolate, croissants, 
live music and games played with French vocabulary 



 Jessica Kernan, graduate of the former Cobourg DCI West, who won 
the YMCA Peace Medal for her volunteerism and humanitarian acts to 
support the local and global community 

 East Northumberland SS, for launching a book drive for Sick Kids 
Hospital, and to Campbellford DHS, for lending its support  

 Westmount PS student Ella McLeod, who was recognized as 100.5  
Fresh Radio’s Kid With Class for November   

 Crestwood SS graduate and Ottawa Redblacks receiver Brad Sinopoli, 
Most Outstanding Canadian after leading all CFL national players in 
receptions and receiving yards in 2015  

 students from Campbellford DHS’s Social Justice League, who spent 
seven hours on the street corner collecting money, food and winter 
clothing for those in need; congratulations also go to student 
Megan Bellefontaine, who was interviewed on CBC Radio’s Ontario 
Morning about the Cold Hands, Warm Hearts campaign 

 Baltimore PS students, staff and community, for raising $3094.45 for 
the Terry Fox Foundation this year; kudos also go to the school for 
raising more than $700 for Sick Kids Hospital, and for its Gifts for 
Seniors program, which will see gift bags delivered to seniors living in 
area nursing homes 

 Carrie Henzie’s  Grade 4/5 class and Karen Brown’s Grade 7/8 
class at Highland Heights PS, for working together to perform Serena 
Ryder’s song Stompa for CBC Canada’s Greatest Music Class 
competition; kudos also go to East Northumberland SS’s Razzmajazz 
and teacher Lynda Tonkin for their entry of the same song 

 students from all grades at Clarington Central SS and teacher Melissa 
Wotherspoon, who recorded and entered a performance of Feist’s 
song 1234 in the CBC Greatest Music Class contest as well  

 Edmison Heights PS students and parent volunteers who were 
interviewed by local media for their Fresh from the Farm fundraiser; 
the school raised almost $2,500 for its nutrition program with the 
fundraiser, which saw families buying fresh, local fruit and vegetables 

 Ganaraska Trail PS student Abigail Nywening, whose festive drawing 
of Port Hope Town Hall was chosen by Mayor Bob Sanderson to feature 
on the municipality’s 2015 holiday card  

 KPR staff, students and community members who helped to organize, 
offered workshops at, or took part in KPR’s First Nation, Métis and 
Inuit Youth Network Day, including staff members Sherry Mattson, 
Melody Crowe, Marilyn Robitaille and Dean Smith, and presenters 
Caleb Musgrave, Dorothy Taylor, Nimkii Osawamick, Kelli 
Marshall and Freddie Taylor 

 everyone involved in Clarington Central SS’s Lunch Buddies program, 
which matches caring student volunteers with individuals with special 
needs from the school’s Learning and Life Skills classes 



 Northumberland Hills PS, for raising $172.55 for the Northumberland 
United Way through Gum Day 

 the Millbrook South Cavan PS community, for donating 52 boxes of 
items for Operation Christmas Child  

 volunteers from St. James United Church, who not only volunteer to 
provide Breakfast Club at Keith Wightman PS throughout the year, but 
who also are providing a gift bag to each student December 15 

 the staff, students and volunteers who built a wigwam in the courtyard 
at East Northumberland SS, to be used as a teaching space for the 
Native Studies program, including Alderville First Nation elder Jeff 
Beaver, teachers Pamela Vanderburg and Debbie Kilmer, 
naturalist Mark Rupke, and many others 

 the Highland Heights PS students who were trained to be playground 
leaders in the PALS program by the Peterborough County-City Health 
Unit, and to the group’s mentor, child and youth worker Susan 
Calderwood 

 Orono PS students and staff, for unveiling their junior Buddy Bench in 
November, and for planning to add a Buddy Bunch to the primary play 
area as well; the Buddy Bench encourages friendship and inclusion, 
while discouraging bullying. 

 
Share your news!  We welcome written submissions for future 
Weekly Updates and Hats Off! listings.  Simply email them to 
judy_malfara@kprdsb.ca 
 


